thewreck and the Designation Order was revoked, alowing hundreds of loca and
visiting divers to explore the meagre scattered remains, one of 980 known shipwrecks
around the Isles of Scilly.

In May 2002 agroup of visitingmainland divers located part of what appeared to bea
large carved figure, some quarter mile from the origina wreck site, and with others, the
author dived the siteto find that huge areas of deck planking had been uncovered, aong
with timber frames, beams and severd 28 pounder iron cannon. It gopeared that despite
two centuries of storms, and huge ground seas that sweep the areaevery winter, alarge
part of the ship’s stern had been protected, covered by some 2-3 metres of sand, which
by freak weether conditions that Spring had been stripped away, exposing vast aress of
the ship’s stern laid flat, her port side and upper deck.

This quarter-figureis the nearest to the Col ossus
figure, except that the right arm holds the shidd

(missing) and left armis raised above the head,
holding a wreath.

The carving, which is in remarkable
condition, proved to bethat of aneo-
classica warrior, which had adorned the
port upper quarter of the stern gdlery,
probably one of two such figures which
had been secured to the stern one above
the other. Described technicdly as a
quarter stern figure, it stands 3.3m
(10feet) tall and amost 2m(6feet) wide,
and is probably the most important
British warship carving of the period ever
found, and is hence of international
importance. Only the carvings on the
Swedish warship Vasa can compare, and
they are not only much older but were
found in virtua fresh water conditions,
and hence unaffected by boringworm.
The Colossus figure stands with legs
crossed below the knee, wearing aleather
tunic, its left arm raised above its head holding alaurd wreath and asmdll flagstaff with
attached ‘flag . The head is encased in awar hemet, the wearer sporting a handlebar
moustache, thefaceintact on theleft side, but worm eaten on the other. Theright amis
missing completely from the shoulder, asis the shield it once held which has left a
distinct outlinein front of thefigure a thigh level. Attached to the carving near the
wreath is the complete ey ebrow’ section of one of the stern gdlery windows, sticking
out sideway's, which holds lead sheet, orignad putty, dass fragments, gold leaf and
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paint, and ahuge iron bracket, which probably supported one of the massive stern
lanterns.

A loca commercid savage
diver, M ac M ace, who lives on
theisland of Bryher,
immediately declared himself
Sdvor in Possession of the
wreck, and later the sitewas
rescheduled by Endish
Heritage as a Protected Wreck
—for the second timein 27

The drawing on the right shows
the section salvaged, which
includes part of a stern window.
The height of the salvaged section
isapproximatdy 10° 9" by 5 6”
wide

years!
At his own expense and initiative M ace, now the nominated Licencee, worked with the
governments Advisory Diving Unit (ADU) for severa months, had suitable lifting
cradles manufactured, and raised the figureintact, which now rests in afreshwater
‘cascade conservation tank on theisland of Tresco awaiting developments. The Mary
Rose Conservation Unit have visited and inspected the carving, and having the only
freeze-dryingfacility in the country large enough to professionally handle conservation,
as well as the capability and experience, it is obvious it will haveto betransported to
the mainland for treatment which will take some 24 months to complete, and cost some

£25,000.

The Admirdty, now
Ministry of Defence
(Navy), have admitted legd
ownership, but whether or
not they will exercise their
right has y et to be decided.
The carving, and agreat
many other artefacts
discovered under that part
of the stern remaining on
the seabed, are now
technicdly in the
temporary custody of the
Recalver of Wreck,

M aritime Coastguard
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Agency HQ, Southampton, who will eventually determine ownership and by default
conservation responsibility. M ac M ace clams that his expertise, work, salvage vessd
and costs now tota £75,000, and naturally he seeks suitable remuneration for his
initiative and outlay . Neither he nor the islands want to seethe carvingdisplay ed
anywhere other than on the Isles of cilly, but that raises enormous problems,
particularly regarding the costs involved. Localy thelsles of cilly M useumon S.
Mary’sis arecognised establishment, housed in alarge modern building, within which
there exists a suitable showcase area cgpable of displaying such an enormous figure — but
could not afford the shipping and conservation costs without grant funding assistance.
Tresco Estate dready has acollection of ship’s figureheads in an open sided building
well known to visitors, the Vahala Collection, which is an out-station of the Nationa
M aritime M useum, Greenwich, but no building within which a3.3.m figure could be
exhibited in acontrolled environmenta atmosphere, and again, would depend heavily on
gant assistance. The Royad Navy M useum in Portsmouth Dockyard springs to mind as
apossible display location, especialy with the Nelsonian connection between the
Victory and Colossus, the 200" Trafdgar Anniversary looming, and its close proximity
to the Mary Rose Conservation Unit.

With the second Gulf War, M inistry of Defence (Navy) have more important things on
hand than a200 year old ship carving, but a decision will have to be made by
mid-summer this year, and those of us livingon the Isles of Scilly, especiadly the savor,
hopes it will bein our favour, and that Lottery Grant funding could be made available.
Certainly the Receiver of Wreck will want to seethe carvingdisplayed to the public,
hopefully in this country —we can only await her decision.
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HMS Colossus Survey
Report October 2002.

Should M IA members or associates wish to correspond on the matter with Richard
Larn, or have any funding suggestions, he can be contacted be emall a [arn@shipwreck-
marine.demon.co.uk, or the address shown in the M A M embership list.
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The Staff Band of The

Merchant Navy

Band Pred dent: Commodore P J
Lannin, Royal Fleet Auxiliary
Musdcal Director & Contact: Peter AW
Haywood, Flat 2, Centry Cort House,
Higher Ranscombe Road, Brixham,
Devon

In 2000, HM Government granted an
official “M erchant Navy Day” which is
celebrated on September 3, annudly . As
adirect result of this, the former
seafarers of our M erchant Navy, to
whom we as an island nation owe so
much, are a last receivingthe long-
overdue recognition which they so
richly deserve. The Freedom of various
Cities and Boroughs has recently been
bestowed on anumber of M erchant
Navy Association Branches and ex-

M erchant Navy Seafarers are now to be
seen proudly marching behind their own
Red Ensigh Sandards, dongsidethe
members of ex-Forces Associations,
with whom they fully shared in the
dangers and hardships of war, a many
parades and ceremonies.

In late 2002, it was decided to form a
non-profit making Concert and

M arching Band to support the

M erchant Navy Association and, a the
sametime, to help keep the Red Ensign
proudly flyingin the eye of the generd
public. Thisideawas warmly welcomed
by both the M NA and the shipping
industry itsef. The Band has been
accorded the great privilege of adopting
thetitle of The Saff Band of the

M erchant Navy and it has, as its
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President, the Commodore of the Royd
Fleet Auxiliary.

Information about the Band
TheBandisaMilitary Concert and

M arching Band, so that it is comprised
of both Brass and Woodwind
instruments with asmall Corps of
Drums for marching engagements. As
such it follows the practice of the Bands
of HM Roya M arines and other Armed
Forces bands.

All members of the Band have agood
standard of playing ability and some are
former members of HM Forces Bands;
the Band's Solo Clarinettist, for
example, spent 22 years as amember of
the Saff Band of the Women's Royd
Army Corps and aTenor Saxophone
player, 9 years with the 2" Battalion
theLight Infantry. The Band’s lady
flautist, recently came ashore after
severd years at seaas adeck officer in
the ships of the Roya Fleet Auxiliary.
TheBand' s M usicd Director served as
the solo Euphonium play er with the 1%
Battdion the Green Howards and
underwent training & the Roya
Military School of M usic, Kneller Hall.

The‘officid’ music of the M erchant
Navy is Charles Dibden's “ The Lass
that loves asailor” which has recently
been arranged by awel-known
composer ~(whose uncle served as a
M aster with Buries M arkes) as the
Band' s own “ Regmenta” march to be
used to end its concert performances or
when passing a sauting bases.

The services of the Band have dready
been requested for anumber of concert
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and marching engagements by the

M erchant Navy Association, the Royd
M arine Association and from within the
shippingindustry itself. The Band has
aso received an invitation to feature at
the M erchant Navy Service of
Remembrance a Tower Hill, London on
September 7, 2003.

Financial Assistance

Settingup aConcert and M arching
Symphonic Band istoday avery
expensive undertaking and during te
course of the past few months the Band
has been very busy in fund-raising. A
great ded of support has been received
from ex-M erchant Navy and ex-HM
Forces Associations and donations from
these groups have ranged from £10 to
£200.

Donations have dso been gratefully
received from companies involved
within the shippingindustry itself and,
as a the begnning of February 2003,
donations received totd £3,500. This
money is being used to purchase
uniforms and sheet music, whilst
gpplications for grants from such as the
Arts Council have been gpplied for, to
asist with the purchase of instruments
and decisions are still awaited on these.

Giftsin kind

Read & Write

Sporing 2003

The Band has aso been very fortunate
in recelving anumber of ‘gftsin kind'.
Examples of thesearethe Drum M gor’s
M ace that has been donated to the Band
by the parents of ayoung M erchant
seafarer who was lost as sea, aged just
17 years, when servingin the BP tanker
British Commercein 1974. The mace
carries an engraved inscription.

Wightlink Ferries have very kindly
donated the Drum M gor’s Sash. Thisis
being made by aspeciaist HM Forces
supplier and will be finished in th ered,
white and green colours of the 1914-18
M ercantile M arine War M edd ribbon,
with the M erchant Navy badgein full
colour and gold wire, together with
ebony and silver drumsticks.

A gant that has been very kindly made
by the Sr John Fisher Foundation is
being used to purchasethe Band's stand
banners. Thesewill bein ‘M erchant
Navy’ red and will bear the famous M N
Badge (the ovd rope, M N initids and
crown). This badge will be embroidered
in silver as atribute to the merchant
seafarers of the 1939-45 War whose
only ‘uniform’ was, so often, thislittle
badge that is worn with great pride by
thoseto whom we, an Island nation,
owe so much. The banners will be used
on every occasion that the Band
performs in concert, when they will
geatly assist in puttingthe Band on a
par with its counterparts in the Armed
Forces. They will dso ensurethat the
Band is instantly recognisable wherever
and whenever it appearsin public.

Page 42 MIA Newsletter



Submarine Signalling

Captain Brian Lockwood raised the question of submarine signaling, after seeing an
advert in Lloyd's Caendar (later Lloyd's Nautica Yearbook). What was it? How did it
work? | have aso been intrigued by this over theyears. The Register Books at theturn
of the 19"/20" centuries indicate if aship was carrying submarine signaling apparaus. |
remembered | had seen somethingwritten oniit, so | dugthat out (reproduced below)
and Brian did some diggng at the Guildhall Library.

Brian writes” | scoured through the 1910, 1911 and 1912 volumes (LIoyd's Cdendar)
for information on the submarine question. It is basicaly asubmerged bell, which can be
heard (according to the manufacturers) up to 5 miles away when fitted with the
necessary gpparatus. Accordingto the 1910 edition of Lloyd' s Cdendar “ submarine
signdling apparatus has now been instaled on many light vessels.” Later “ The following
list of light vessdls & etc. equipped with submarine signalling apparatus has been
supplied by the Submarine Sgnaling Co.” it then gves alonglist together with how
many strokes on the bell and thetimeinterva. Briefly, light vessds so fitted - Engand
10, Irdland 2, Belgum 2, Netherlands 5, Germany 12, Denmark 1, Sveden 1, US
(Atlantic) 26, Pacific 4. In the 1912 edition, Engand 22, and in addition Brazil, China,
Soain and the Great Lakes werelisted. The suppliers seemed to have been based in
Liverpool and London.

From The Shipbuilder book on the Maur etania BEJ found the following:
Submarine Signalling

The vessd isfitted with receiving gpparatus for submarine signas on the sy stem
introduced by the Submarine Sgna Co., whose signd bells have now been, and are
being, instaled at alarge number of lightships, lighthouses and points of danger. The
systemisillustrated below and consists of asubmarine bell weighing about 150lbs and
cast with athick lip. This bell emits ahigh clear note when struck, the striking
mechanism being actuated either by thewaves or by dectricity supplied from the shore.
The sound is transmitted through the water to two smadl recelving tanks, about 22
inches square, attached to the shdl plating of the vessd, one of which is placed on each
side near the bow. A microphoneis suspended, wholly immersed in each tank, and wires
connect this microphone with an indicator box in the wheelhouse. This box is of metd,
circular in shape, and is fitted with two teephone recaeivers enabling two observers to
listen simultaneously. By movingaswitch thelistener can locate the bell as being either
on his port or starboard hand. The benefit of usingwater as the transmitting mediumis
that sound travels through water at five times the veocity it atansin ar and with
greater freedom from disturbing causes. The submarine sy stem, therefore, provides
better facilities for finding location in fog, and enables navigation to be carried on with
amost as much assurance as in bad wesather.

Spring 2003 Page 43 MIA Newsletter



BOOK REVIEWS

Portamouth — Ships, Dockyard & Town by Ray Riley, published by
Tempus Publishing Ltd, The Mill, Brimscombe Port, Stroud,
Gloucestershire, GL5 2QG, Te 01453 883300, Fax 01453 883233,
email sales@tempus-publishing.com, 128 pages, 200 photos, ISBN 0 7524 2776 8,
price £11.99

For alongtime Portsmouth has been known as a Docky ard town, and indeed until the
1980's, when the last great contraction of theyard took place, this was certainly the
case. Portsmouth’s origna function was not so much that of docky ard, since these did
not exist, as alanding place for the convenience of dignitaries travelling between France
and Endand, followingthe Norman conquest. Portsmouth’s fortunes were closdly linked
to war and peace, rather than to the market
considerations which governed most town’s
gowth.

Experiments in steam propulsion began in
the dockyard in 1821 and the advent of
steam power caled for arange of trades
new to the docky ard as engneers, fitters,
boiler-makers, and foundry man were
recruited countrywide. By 1851 there were
amost 3,000 workers employed in the
docky ard, which underwent more
reorganisation to deal with the new
technology .
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In contrast to the efforts of the Docky ard, which around the turn of the century was one
of theworld’ s largest shipbuilding centres, Portsmouth’s commercid shipbuilding sector
was tiny. One possible reason for this was the control of the shoreline by the
Admiraty, which was reluctant to sanction activities that might interfere with the
movement of nava ships. This left scant opportunity to develop an engineering
industry athough the metaworkingindustry thrived.

Commercid shipbuilding and engineering might have been unimportant, but oddly
enough for aport, the clothingindustry was particularly well developed, largely based
on the availability of female labour which could not be utilised in the docky ard. In spite
of the expansion of the Dockyard, in 1911, there were more than 11,000 people working
in the manufacture of clothing, yet contemporary accounts suggest that everything
revolved around the building of the Dreadnoughts.

Inside the pages of Portsmouth — Ships, Dockyard & Town are over 200 images of the
town’s largest employ ers including the Docky ard, its associated industries and other
industries of thetown. They show achanged way of lifethat will never be replaced.

The Underwriters Follow the Fleet — From Norwegian Underwriters Agency to
Scandinavian Marine ClaimsOffice, Inc., 1897-1997 by Atle Thowsen Published:
Bergen and Stamford CT, pp280, 134 illudrations, | SBN: 82-7064-040-9

The marine insurance term for partia lossis * average’. An Average Adjuster is an
expert in loss adjustment in marineinsurance, particularly with regard to hulls and hull
interest. Heis more particularly concerned with generd average adjustments. Heis
usualy appointed to carry out genera average adjustments for the shipowner on whom
fals the onus to have the adjustment drawn up. An Average Agent is the person engaged
in assessment of cargo clams, survey s and treatment of damaged goods.

Left: The collision between the Svedish
liner the m.s. Nyland and the American
Liberty ship the ss Kirby Smith outside
Hampton Roads in March 1956.

It wasin May 1892 that Th.
Amen, M anagng Director of
Bergens Dampskibs-
Assuranceforening, proposed that
the Norwegan classification society
Det Norske Veritas and the mutua
marine insurance clubs should
jointly establish a combined
position as survey or and average
agent for iron and steamshipsin
New York. Theragpidly growing
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Norwegan steamship tradein American waters motivated this proposa. The proposa
was gpproved but not implemented for various reasons until 1897.

Atle Thowsen has done an excellent job in both his research and trestment of the history
of the Scandinavian M arine Claims Office, Inc (formerly known as the Norwegan
Underwriters’ Agency. Hetakes us from the establishment of this average agency in
1897, when it was decided that an office was required in the USA, through to the more
recent times. On theway he covers thetwo World Wars plus therises and fdls of
internationa shipping, with particular emphasis on Norwegan shipping, particularly in
USwaters. He dso touches on the changes within the shippingindustry and the way
cargoes are carried.

There weretwo parts to the book that were of particular interest. Thefirst wasthe
Norwegan perspective of thetwo world wars. Wein Britain forget that other countries
have avery different view of the World Wars to ours, and it was quite refreshingto read
this account. The second area of great interest and it is not asubject but the photographs
used. Atle has found some stunning photographs and what can and does go wrongin the
shippingworld. From the front cover, which shows the collision between the Svedish
liner the m.s. Nyland and the American Liberty ship the ss Kirby Smith outside
Hampton Roads in M arch 1956, onwards, the book is full of excellent photographs, not
dwelling on human tragedy but just showingthrough simple black and white
photographs and detailed captions exactly what can happen when human error or nature
takes ahand.
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Left: On
December 29,
1969, the T/T
Kong Haakon
VIl was hit by
an explosion off
the coast of
Liberia, while
the ship was in
ballast. During
the same month,
two Shdll
tankers were hit
with similar
accidents. The
accidents
happened during
cleaning of the
tanks, and
caused by static
dectricity,
which ignited
the il vapours.

Atlehas dso
used
“ cameos”
throughout,
somejust a
couple of
paragraphs,
others two
pagesin
length, to
draw out
items of
particular
interest.
These include such diverse subjects as Captain Smon C Havorsen who supervised the
construction of the s.s. Bluefields, one of the ships of The M osquito Fleet, and the
Hogmanay Agreement which dlowed Norway to take over American built ships after
January 1943. One could read and enjoy this book just by working through picture
captions and cameos aone.
The only downsideto this book is the lack of asimple explanation of what therole of an
average agency is. | think the book could have benefited from an introductory passage
outliningthe work of an average agency and its role within the shipping business. Other
than that thisis an excelent well-researched work.
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