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account of the  recommendations of the 
IM O sub-committee on STCW. If 
a seafarer's documentation does not  
comply with STCW 95 then a 
letter of warning will be issued and 
details will be published on 
the Paris M OU Internet site. Letters of 
Warning will be issued until 
31 July 2002. From the  beginning of 
August a ship to which a letter 
of warning has been issued will be 
subject to  priority inspection 

and may be detained if the 
documentation of the crew does not 
comply 
with STCW95. 
6. Flag States with the "poorest 
detention rates" referred to in the 
text excluded those which  have had less 
than 10 inspections during 
2002. 
 

 
 
Here Yesterday and Gone Tomorrow 
 
Bi l l  El l is 

 
In the current era when ‘here today and gone tomorrow’  seems the norm, it is perhaps 
interesting to reflect on what was here yesterday and gone today. M any sea and river 
side sites round the UK have seen great changes in recent decades. Ship and boat 
building and repair yards, many of considerable antiquity, have gone – probably forever 
– to be replaced by other developments. The villages of Wivenhoe and Rowhedge in 
Essex have witnessed such changes. Situated on the tidal reach  banks of the River Colne 
a couple of miles downstream from Colchester/Camulodunum, England’s oldest recorded 
town, maritime activity  of one sort or another had been carried on in the area from very 
early times. In AD 43 Roman Emperor Claudius came on the scene with a number of 
elephants and his Legions led by General Aulus Plautius. In due course these conquerors 
established a supply base on the southern bank of the river facing across to the 
Wivenhoe site. 
Corbita, the substantial trading vessels of the period, could not progress upstream as far 
as the Fort and Colonia established by the 20th Legion at Colchester. In consequence the 
Wivenhoe and Rowhedge reaches served as the ‘outport’ . The local gravelly spits of 
land enabled visiting vessels to be careened for repair and building work to be carried 
out. 
By the middle ages ‘outport’  and construction/repair activity seems to have become well 
established. During the last four centuries such activity became concentrated on 3 main 
sites, one at Rowhedge and two at Wivenhoe. A wide variety of trading ships, fishing 
craft, warships and all sorts of specialised vessels, even the ’odd’  submarine were built 
or repaired. 
However, within the last 20 years all three yards have ceased to carry out their long 
established roles. The Rowhedge and the ‘oldest’  historic Wivenhoe shipyard sites are 
now residential estates. The ‘downstream’  site at Wivenhoe, derelict since 1986, will 
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shortly have a mainly residential development started where once ships were built and 
launched. At this site real shipyard work did not start until about 1840. For the 
following century mostly small craft were built mainly by the husk family. 
In the early years of the 1939/45 war Vosper Ltd., took over the yard as a ‘shadow’  
facility for the building of M otor Torpedo Boats and the repair of various Coastal 
Forces craft. At the end of the conflict Vosper no longer needed the extra capacity and 
left leaving an expanded yard which had a large shed with 4 slipways plus a further 
covered slip for larger vessels and a wet berthing basin. The next 40 years would see a 
rise and decline of activity on the site rather typical of many other instances around the 
country.  
James W Cook & Company Ltd., a London based organisation founded in the mid 19th 
century operated as wharfingers and lightermen on the Thames. The company also built 
barges and repaired tugs etc., at Orchard Wharf. In addition they had diversified into 
general haulage, garage ownership and building work. A subsidiary company The Bulk 
Oil Steamship Coy., operated  a number of tankers- the ‘Pass’  ships. Cooks Thames 
side installations being unable to cope with all their requirements the ‘Pass’  ships went 
to Wivenhoe shipyard Ltd., the very long established ‘up river’  yard, which had a fine 
dry dock built by Forrestt in 1888. Seeing the ‘downstream’  yard vacant and for sale, 
Cooks decided to buy it. This purchase plus 10 acres of adjoining land was completed in 
M arch 1947. To operate the yard a new company James W. Cook & Co., (Wivenhoe) 
Ltd., was incorporated in January 1948. 
At first only Cook Group work was handled. Barge and tug repair jobs plus 
maintenance of the Bulk Oil Steamship tankers. Then some building of motor tank 
barges, small tugs and a mixture of other barges and lighters – some for another Cooks 
subsidiary Wiles Lighterage Coy – was undertaken. A few small boats and yachts were 
also constructed during this period. Soon it was realised that capacity was sufficient for 
outside work to be taken on. 
The Festival of Britain was in course of preparation and the London County Council 
placed an order with Cooks of Wivenhoe for floating pontoons. These were installed at 
Battersea Gardens and the Royal Festival Hall in 1951. An ever increasing number of 
orders for a mixture of craft followed. Some were for the UK but others for the M iddle 

and Far East. 
 
Wm Cory & Son Ltd., 
ordered a Diesel Station 
Tug ‘Regard’  – She was 
launched on July 28, 1958. 
This little ship must have 
pleased Cory management 
for later the same year 
they took over the Cook 
Group. In the subsequent 
restructuring the 
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Wivenhoe arm emerged as the only recognisable unit bearing the ‘Cook’  name. Under the 
General M anagement of M r A G Smith and Yard M anager M r Frank Hodgson the 
enterprise progressively expanded. The 10 acres of adjoining marshy land were 
consolidated with material emanating from the site being developed about 2 miles away 
for the building of the University of Essex. In due course the yard facilities comprised 
five slipways, eight building berths (4 under cover) a two hundred feet long fitting out 
basin and a variety of cranes including one with a fifty ton lift.  
Throughout the 1960’s a steady stream of coasting vessels, dredgers, tugs, pilot boats 
and all sorts of barges and lighters took to the water from the Colne side slipways. Quite 
a number were destined for foreign parts including the Falkland Islands. 
With the expanded capacity available the company developed the process of using flat 
strakes of hull plating wherever practicable. This practise resulted in the ‘Colne’  class of 
casting vessels being built. The first m.v. Moler Venture was completed on November 3, 
1972. This 940 dwt, 189’  long ship went to work carrying refractory bricks from the 
continent to the works of M oler Products Ltd., at Colchester. Being in fashion this 
riverside wharf is currently being developed with riverside flats, student accommodation 
for the University and a large restaurant complex. 
Other events of note 
during 1972 were bids 
for the Companies 
Group by Jessel 
Securities and Court 
Line. However The 
Ocean Steamship 
Company eventually 
won the day and took 
over ‘Cooks of 
Wivenhoe’ . 
During the years 1966 
and 1967 the number 
of vessels of all types 
built reached a total of 56. These were mainly fairly small craft for the yard potential. 
During the following decade ships of increasing size largely based on the ‘Colne’  class 
design left the slips. 
J & A Gardner of Glasgow commissioned 5 coasters of varying configurations 3 being 
ro-ro ships.  
Another order from north of the border was from Peacock Salt Coy for the 1665 dwt 
vessel Peacock Venture. Among other UK customers were Onesimus Dorey & Sons 
Ltd., for 3 cargo vessels. Spillers 4 coasters, Crescent Shipping 7 coasters and 
M anchester Ship Canal 4 tugs. The rest of the world joined the order book for ‘Cooks’  
built vessels. 2 fishing vessels made their way down to Bangladesh, a pair of 
passenger/cargo craft went to the Solomon Islands and various M iddle Eastern and 
African buyers were catered for. With over 120 directly employed staff ‘Cooks’  had 
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become the major employer in a small community and the 'Shipyard’  was held in 
considerable respect and indeed affection by the local population. 

 
On launch days of 
major contracts, parties 
of children from the 
local schools attended 
to experience and enjoy 
the christening 
ceremonies performed 
by assorted dignitaries. 
Organisations in the 
town were quietly 
helped in  many ways. 
To supplement actual 

new  building work repair jobs were also undertaken in the earlier years. 
Unfortunately from the mid’70’s the order book began to progressively thin down. 
However  in 1981 an order was received for two specialised cattle carriers –  Buffalo 
Express and Zebu Express – from Dutch company Vroon B.V. Each was arranged to 
carry 740 live animals on three decks. The 66 metre long vessels were required to meet 
Lloyd’s Register, Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate, and Australian Department of 
Transport classifications and incorporated sophisticated air conditioning, heating, 
feeding and waste disposal requirements. The ships were respectively completed in June 
1983 and February 1984. 
Although both ships were technically satisfactory other problems arose. These resulted 
on Ocean Steamship contemplating closing down the yard in M arch 1984. Energy and 
M arine Industries then purchased the business. 

 
Shortly after this two 
substantial orders were 
gained. The first was 
for 36 dumb barges  
required by Wm Cory 
for London waste 
disposal work. The 
steel for these was 
brought in, cut and 
shaped, from Hungary 
by road transport. 

The Jubilee Sailing Trust then ordered the building of the 175’  steel sail training vessel 
Lord Nelson designed to enable handicapped people to experience crewing at sea. In 
addition, a tug and five barges were ordered by Pass International for service in Ghana, 
and the Port of London Authority ordered a Driftwood vessel.  
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Then what sadly proved to be the last ever order for a vessel to be built at ‘Cooks’  
arrived. It was from the Northern Ireland Fishery Harbour Authority (N.I.F.H.A.), for a 
hopper dredger to be called Kilmourne.  
Despite the fact that the Prince Andrew was on hand for the keel laying and Lady Violet 
Aitken performed the launching ceremony of Lord Nelson the contract experienced 
difficulties. The Cory order also ran into problems. In April 1986 James W Cook 
(Wivenhoe) Ltd., went into voluntary liquidation.  
On M ay 26, 1986, Lord Nelson left the Colne under tow by Towing Wizard with 
Felixstowe tug Gray Echo standing by for her initial ‘voyage’  to the Vosper 
Thorneycroft yard at Woolston, Southampton. There the barquentine, which when the 
keel was laid was heralded as the first large sailing vessel built in a British yard for 75 
years, was christened by M iss Sarah Ferguson on July 4. 
The dredger Kilmourne was launched by Frank Ledwidge, Chairman of N.I.F.H.A. on 
July 24, and completed in August 1986 bringing to an end 39 years of 
shipbuilding/repair work by Cooks on the Wivenhoe yard site. 
Since 1947, 512 vessels of all types had been built. The first was yard number 1001 
motor tug Cloudy and the last was yard number 1515 allocated to the Pass International 
tug destined for Ghana. Numbers 1050, 1174 and 1175 were not used. 
On December 16 the sale by auction of all yard plant and equipment took place. The 
Liquidator, M r M artin Spencer of M essrs Casson Beckman, proved to be most kind and 
co-operative to those wishing to preserve as much as possible of the last of the long 
local maritime heritage for prosperity. 
In fact M r Spencer expressed considerable pleasure that there was such local interest. It 
seems that during wide experience in his profession he had often been disappointed to 
find that no great efforts were made to save irreplaceable plans, records and the like. 
Happily in the case of Cooks virtually 100% of the plans and records went to Essex 
Records Office and the half models, photographs and other artefacts lodged with a small 
local museum The Nottage Institute. For the last 16 years the site, which saw so many 
happy, productive days has lain sadly derelict, deserted and regrettably not immune 
from vandals and fire raising activity which destroyed a pair of listed buildings. 
In 1991 a Tidal Surge Barrier was constructed across the River Colne from Wivenhoe (ex 
Cooks) site to the Fingringhoe shore. Together with control and machinery rooms for 
the Barrier, which it is hoped will prevent any local recurrence of the 1953 disaster, an 
office for the Colchester Harbour master was provided. Wivenhoe Sailing Club benefited 
from the scheme. A smart new Club House with hard and other facilities was provided 
just the seaward side of the barrier although the Club continues to have use of the 
historic ‘ town hard’  in the centre of Wivenhoe waterfront. 
Commercial traffic up to Colchester Hythe and the wharves at Rowhedge and Wivenhoe 
had so declined by 1999 that continuance of Colchester as a port was no longer viable. 
On April 14, 1999 m.v. Ruhrort of Duisburg brought the last cargo up the River Colne 
to Rowhedge Quay. 
In July 2001 the harbour was closed by Act of Parliament. So nearly 2000 years after 
the troops of the 20th ‘Valeria’  Legion handled their cargoes of wine, other goodies and 
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stores while their comrades serviced the Roman ships the River Colne fell silent. The 
only maritime activity, apart from a small number of inshore fishing craft, to enliven the 
scene, had become virtually entirely leisure and pleasure based. 
After the customary meetings, enquiries and sundry planning discussions, development 
of the ex-Husk/Vosper/Cooks shipyard site seems imminent in 2003. A mixture of 
residential dwellings, small business premises and public toilet facilities is envisaged. 
The local inshore fishing community will be catered for with berthing provided. Taking 
account of the very attractive riverside setting, rural outlook and one hour (on a good 
day!) rail connection to the heart of the City of London an expansion of the steadily 
growing commuter population is confidently expected. One can only speculate on just 
how long it will be before the days of ships on slips are forgotten except by the present 
ageing locals who will surely remember yesterday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Eilian 
 
Alan Thorne 
 
The murky waters of the Bristol Channel witnessed the final years of the once huge fleet 
of commercial schooners and ketches. As late as the 1950’s watchers on both sides of 
the Channel could observe these vessels as they plied their trade up and down the 
extremely tidal and unforgiving Bristol Channel, these vessels also still made the 
occasional passage in the Irish trade. One of these survivors, from another age, an 
anachronism in the age of the rocket was the three masted schooner Eilian. 
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The Eilian was the last vessel launched from the 
Amlwch, Anglesey, yard of William Thomas and Son in 
1908, she was strongly built of steel, 140 tons gross on 
dimensions 102.6 x 21.9 x 9.4 feet. It was originally 
intended to name her Pioneer, this was then changed to 
Dixic and then again to Eilian. The vessel was laid down 
as a tops’ l schooner but the plans were changed and a 
single cylinder 50 h.p. Kromhout was fitted making her 
the first British schooner to be launched as an auxiliary, 
her sail plan was altered to that of three pole masts 
with a flying square sail set from a yard on the fore. 
 Her maiden voyage, for her owner C.W. M arshall of 
Faversham, was in December 1908 a consignment of 
oats from Amlwch to Canning Dock, Liverpool. Built 
for the general coasting and near continental trade she 
was managed, for M arshall, by her builders William 
Thomas and in the years up to the First World War 
was extremely busy in the coal and china clay trade, 
Garston, Runcorn, Par, Charlestown and with Welsh 

slates to Antwerp, Hamburg etc. 
During 1913 the Eilian’s movements included London to Aberdovey, Garston to 
M alpas, Porthoustock to Lymington, Amble to Llanelli. In September of that year she 
arrived at St Peter Port, Guernsey, with 210 tons of coal from Barry Port then loaded a 
cargo of gravel for Bridport. By October 4, 1913, she had arrived in the M enai Straits 
and loaded 1,000 gallons of “ Gladiator” oil for the M ersey. The vessel then loaded slates 
for London with a return cargo of cement from Rochester to Rhyl, arriving there on 
November 11, 1913. 
From November 1913 until September 1917 the Eilian was a continual money maker, in 
December 1913 she loaded coal at Runcorn for Looe then loaded china clay at 
Charlestown to Runcorn. Oats were then loaded at Valley, Anglesey, for Rochester: On 
January 12, 1914, the vessels owner declined a cargo of Welsh slate to Hamburg having 
returned from Rochester to Bangor with a cargo of cement, she then carried coal from 
Garston to Penryn. 
There is no doubt that the schooner’s success was due to her engine, and in M ay 1914 a 
new motor was purchased from Penman and Co. of London. During 1914 the Eilian 
traded between, at various times, Charlestown, Garston, Falmouth, Fowey, Par, Penryn, 
Runcorn, Truro, Valley and Western Point. In April 1914 the Eilian loaded china clay at 
Charlestown for Runcorn then coal from Runcorn for Penryn. She then proceeded to Par 
and loaded for Runcorn, after discharging clay at Runcorn she loaded 203 tons of coal at 
Garston for Penryn, a profitable month which no doubt assisted in the purchase of the 
new engine from Penman’s at a cost of £440. 

The Ei l ian under  coal  Gip number  
2 dur ing August 1954. In the 
background, r ight, Gip number  1 
unusual ly painted whi te, 
immediately behind no.1 is the 
bunker ing Gip (black) wi th the 
i ron ore whar f and petrol  farm 
behind. 
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Motor ing down the River  Ely, the area has 
been completely transformed by the recent 
Cardi ff Bay development, thankful ly the 
Penar th Rai lway Hotel  known col loquial ly as 
the “ Red House” , seen in the r ight background, 
is sti l l  wi th us. In years gone by the pub 
resounded to a mixture of Welsh, Ir ish and 
West Country accents, i t was the only pub that 
could be easi ly reached by the ketch and 
schooner  crews. 

 
The declaration of war in August 1914 had no effect on the Eilian’s regular passage 
making and she ended 1914 loading at Par and leaving on December 1st for Runcorn, then 
proceeding to Vallay to load a cargo of oats for Poole. The Eilian continued her coastal 
trade until 1917 when she was “ called up” to serve as a Q-ship. Fitted out at Devonport 
she was commanded by Lieutenant C G Bonner, V.C., D.S.C., R.N.R., and the vessel 
was armed with three guns along each side, her gunnery officer was First Lieutenant J C 
M unro. 

After “ demob” the Eilian resumed trading 
until being laid up at Weston Point in 
December 1922. She lay there until 
October 11, 1923 when she was bought 
by Taunton owners, two of whom, 

Captain Hartnell and John Newcombe, who became the M ate, took her from Weston 
Point to Runcorn to load coal for Youghal, where after discharge she loaded oats for 
Barnstaple, her new port of registry. 
Captain Hartnell and John Newcombe, who took command in 1934 when Hartnell 
retired, kept the vessel working for 24 years in the coasting and continental trades. Up 
until the start of the Second World War the vessel regularly visited Belgium ports, 
Antwerp, Nieuport, Willebroek on the Brussels Canal where she was icebound for four 
weeks, cargoes included bricks, cement, carbide, wholemeal, zinc. M any Irish ports were 
visited including Ballinacurra, Ballydoran and Youghall usually with coal with pit-props, 
oats or scrap metal for the passage home. The Eilian also visited the small ports of 
Devon and Cornwall, M evagissey, Polperro, Topsham etc. The schooner regularly ran 
between South coast ports and the Channel Islands, general out with potatoes and 
tomatoes back, she also visited the Thames and Clyde. In the 1930’s she loaded China 

An excel lent photograph of the 
Ei l ian, she has loaded the 
smal ler  aft hatch and tr immers 
and crew are gathered around 
the hatch. The schooner  has been 
warped astern and the main 
hatch is under  the Gip. The 
Gipper  can be seen in his 
“ window”  between the main and 
fore masts. 
In the background ful l  and empty 
coal  wagons. One of the 
schooner ’s boats is alongside 
and the other  swings clear  on the 
fore boom. 
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The Ei l ian al ter ing course, to starboard, to 
leave the River  Ely and enter  the dredged 
fai rway. Cardi ff Docks in the background and 
the Emi ly Barratt slowly motor ing up the r iver  
wi th a fresh easter ly blowing. 

 

Motor  sai l ing down the Br istol  Channel  under  
reduced r ig, just gaff foresai l  and leg of mutton 
main and mizzen. 

 

Clay at Teignmouth and entered Kingston Dock, Glasgow 68 hours after leaving the 
South Devon port – an excellent passage. 

With the opening of hostilities in 1939 the 

Eilian’s movements were restricted to the 
Bristol Channel, and from 1941 until 1957 
was almost exclusively on the ‘coal run’ , 
coal from the Ely Tidal Harbour at Penarth 
or from Lydney, with occasional work 

carrying cargoes for the M inistry of Food, one of her more unusual cargoes was 78 tons 
of tea, in 1942, Cardiff for Gloucester. 
The end of hostilities , in 1945, found the  Eilian under Captain Newcombe pottering 
between various Bristol Channel ports usually with coal more often than not for 
Ilfracombe. By the late 1940’s the vessel was solely on the Ilfracombe Gas Works coal 

run. 

In September 1957 she was sold to Roal 
Nielsen of Copenhagen who removed her 
masts and traded her as a motor vessel, 

she was later sold to the West Indies and came under the ownership of Earl Byron 
Clarke of Barbados who traded her between the islands until the early 1980’s. 

 
Approaching Il fracombe, 
off Combe Mar tin, gaff 
foresai l  has been lowered 
and stowed, the fresh 
easter ly is sti l l  blowing. 
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Right: When the photographs were being taken, August 1954, 
the author  was on the opposi te bank of the r iver  inspecting 
damage to the 18 foot gaff sloop, Marga. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s note: According to Lloyd’s Register-Faiplay’s SeaWeb database, Eilian was 
latterly named Ida S, and was presumed to have foundered in position latitude 13 09N., 
longitude 66 43 W, on January 9, 1984 after she started to take in water. 
 

 
 
 
 

Left: Alongside at Il fracombe. 
Below: The Ei l ian in March 1924 on 
passage from Nieupor t, Belgium to 
Poole. 
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Gateway to Castle and Sons, Baltic 
Wharf, Millbank, Westminster. The 
figurehead on the right is that of HMS 
Colossus. 

Editor’s note: Apologies to Alan for a typographical error that crept into his article in 
the last issue, Lucky Lawhill, should have read lucky Lawhill. 
 
 
 

Spectacular ship-carving find on man o’war wreck  
 
Richard Larn, Mari time Officer, I sles of Sci l ly Museum 
 
For the second time in 28 years, the wreck of HM  man o’war Colossus, lost in the Isles 
of Scilly on December 10, 1798 in storm, has yielded artefact material of significant 
international importance. In 1975 divers working on the remains of the British 2nd Rate 
Association recovering gold and silver treasure coins, were driven off site by bad 
weather, and commenced a search for any remains of the Colossus, which until then had 
not been relocated since the early 19th century. Her remains were eventually discovered 
in 10metres lying a quarter mile south of the uninhabited island of Samson, and became 
the subject of an emergency Protection Order by the Secretary of State, as a wreck site 
holding items of historic national importance. 

Very little original ship structure was 

found at the time, and initial finds 
were timber fragments, copper hull 
fastening pins, iron shot, fragments of 
lead sheathing and broken bottles, 
typical remains of a late 18th century 
74 gun warship of 1,703 tons bm 
(builder’s measurement). But scattered 
amongst those remains were thousands 
of pottery shards of immense historic 
importance. These were the remnants 

of a unique cargo, the cream of Sir William Hamilton’s second collection of antique 
Greek vases, mostly of Etruscan origin, created by Greek potters and artists at the 
height of Arthenian culture in the age of Pericles, now some 2,500 years old. 
 
Sir William, cuckolded husband of Lady Emma Hamilton, Nelson’s adored mistress, had 
served the Court of Naples as the British appointed Envoy Extraordinary since 17764, 
later raised to M inister Plenipotentiary, a position just lower than the rank of 
Ambassador. For an ex army officer keenly interested in Greek and Roman history, it 
was an idilic posting, and over 35 years he amassed a valuable collection of bronzes, 
glass, statues, coins, jewels and pottery. His ‘ first’  collection was purchased by the 
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British M useum with the aid of a Parliamentary grant of £8,400. In 1798 Napoleon’s 
gains in northern Italy made it imperative that Hamilton’s ‘second’  collection be 
shipped home out of harms way, and he obtained Nelson’s permission to put some 40 
large boxes and packing cases into the hold of the Colossus, which was returning to 
Portsmouth under Captain George M urray, a personal friend of the Admiral. 
 
Colossus, which had received a severe battering in the Battle of the Nile, was very much 
in need of a refit. A man o’war-cum-storeship, of which there were only four in the 
Navy List of 1798, she provided a floating base in the M editerranean for over two 
years, supplying ammunition, food and spares, since no land base for the Navy existed 
at the time. In fact one of the last requests she received before she sailed for England was 
from the flagship, which required an anchor. Having no spares left, Captain M urray 
surrendered his own sheet anchor, an action which later  contributed to the loss of his 
ship in the Isles of Scilly. In 
addition to Hamilton’s ‘pots’ , the 
Colossus carried British and 
French casualties of the Battle of 
the Nile, looted guns and material 
from French prizes, and the 
corpse of Admiral Lord Shuldham, 
encased in a lead coffin hidden 
inside a wooden packing case, 
since sailors were incurably 
superstitious about carrying the 
dead on board ship. 
 
Right: The stern of a Second-Rate 98-
gun Line-of Battle ship, circa 1800, 
showing the galleries and decorative 
work. 

 
An easterly gale forced Colossus 
and the eight merchant ships she 
escorted into St. M ary’s Sound on 
December 7, 1798, where they 
anchored. Despite striking her topmasts and yards she dragged, then parted the cables of 
both anchors and with no spare drove ashore, fell over on her beam ends and became a 
total wreck. Only one man lost his life, a quartermaster who fell overboard and drowned. 
A degree of salvage was conducted both at the time and in the 1800’s, recovering stores 
and foodstuffs – which included beef, cheese and 40 gallons of brandy, shot, the 
Admiral’s coffin and timber, and in time the wreck collapsed and passed into history. 
Relocated in 1975 by divers working for Penzance restaurateur Roland M orris, they 
recovered 35,000 pottery shards with the assistance of a £40,000 grant from the British 
M useum, which now holds the entire collection. By 1984 little of interest remained on 


