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alongside National M aritime M useum 
Cornwall on 27 M arch 2003. 
The visit is not only a first for the 
M useum but also represents a 
significant moment for Falmouth as 
Captain Chris Blake, M aster of 
Endeavour, returned to deliver a very 
special bible back to its home town. 
34 years ago, Sir Robin Knox-Johnston 
set sail from Falmouth to complete the 
first single-handed non-stop 
circumnavigation of the world. Just 
prior to his departure he mentioned to 
Reverend David Roberts, the Chaplain 
for the M ission to Seamen, that he was 
without a bible. Padre Roberts and Sir 
Robin both dashed into Falmouth and 
purchased a copy; Padre Roberts signed 
it, wished Sir Robin well and then 
passed it to him.  
 
After 312 days at sea, on 22 April 1969, 
Sir Robin sailed back into Falmouth, and 
the history books, and returned the 
bible, signed by himself, to Padre 
Roberts. Some time later, Padre Roberts 
passed it to Nigel Rowe who competed 
in the 1994/5 Around Alone race and 
who also safely delivered his signed 
bible back to Padre Roberts. 
When the Endeavour last came to 
Falmouth in 1997, Capt Chris Blake and 
Padre Roberts attended a party in 
celebration of the promise of funding for 
National M aritime M useum Cornwall. 
Padre Roberts said to Capt Blake that 
he should now take the bible with him 
on Endeavour as she was headed off 
around the world. 
Sadly, three years ago Padre Roberts 
passed away but before he died he asked 
the family, including his daughter Sian 
Cumins, who now runs The Grove 
Hotel, opposite the M useum, to 

attempt to locate the bible and hand it to 
the M useum. 

So….on Thursday 27 M arch, 
Endeavour  sailed into Falmouth 
carrying a unique piece of history, a 
bible that has sailed on more around the 
world adventures than any other, been 
the soul mate of some of our most 
renowned sailing heroes and is a key 
thread in Falmouth’s relationship with 
the sea dating back 34 years. 
At a ceremony after Endeavour’s 
arrival, Capt Blake signed and handed 
the bible to Nigel Rowe, who in turn 
passed it to Sir Robin Knox-Johnston. 
Sir Robin then passed it to Sian Cumins 
who presented the bible to Peter 
Cowling, Director of National M aritime 
M useum Cornwall. He accepted the 
bible and placed it in the M useum’s 
Bartlett Library – its final resting place. 
 
In a final twist to the tale, six years ago, 
when Capt Chris Blake last came to 
Falmouth with Endeavour, he stayed in 
the Grove Hotel - a favourite resting 
place of his. At the time it was not run 
by Sian Cumins and her husband, so 
you could say fate had a large hand to 
play in the great story of this bible. 
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P& O ANNOUNCE COBELFRET TO 
OPERATE PROPOSED 
LONDON GATEWAY PORT RO-RO 
TERMINAL 
 
P&O has announced it has reached 
heads of agreement with Cobelfret to 
build and operate the proposed Ro-Ro 
terminal as part of the proposed London 
Gateway Port conditional on obtaining 
the statutory consents required.   
Cobelfret operate Ro-Ro services from 
Purfleet to Zeebrugge, Rotterdam and 
Flushing. 
Alistair Baillie, Chief Operating Officer 
of P&O Ports commented:  “ We are 
very pleased to have reached this stage 
of agreement with Cobelfret.    There is 
considerable synergy between the Ro-
Ro terminal and the deep sea Container 
Terminal.    With Cobelfret we believe 
we have the best opportunity to exploit 
this.” 
Christian Cigrang, M anaging Director of 
Cobelfret said:  “ We have been 
operating out of the Thames Estuary for 
12 years already and this will enable us 
to meet our customers’  requests to 
expand our services to more European 
Ports.   It will complement our existing 
facilities at Purfleet and reinforces our 
objective of remaining one of the 
primary operators in the Thames 
Estuary.   London Gateway is a great 
location with a shorter sailing time to 
the continent and easy access to the 
M 25.” 
Subject to a favourable decision from the 
Secretary of State for Transport, P&O 
hope to start work on the Port in 2004.    
The roll-on roll-off Terminal is expected 
to be completed within 12 months of 
the consents being given and be able to 
handle two vessels with stern/bow 
loading.  It will create 150 new jobs. 

 
1. Public Inquiries into the London 

Gateway proposals began on 25 
February 2003.    P&O are 
proposing a world class port and, 
with its partner Shell, a major 
Commercial and Logistics Centre.   
The proposals for the Port and the 
Logistics and Commercial Centre are 
separate and free standing projects 
in their own right; they could be 
developed independently or 
together.    The two schemes, which 
were first announced in September 
2000, could together create up to 
16,500 new jobs. 

2. P&O Ports operates 24 container 
terminals in 15 countries.    The 
proposed London Gateway Port 
will include a 2,300 metre long 
container quay capable of handling 
3.5 million TEU per year, as well as 
the Ro-Ro facility.  

3. Cobelfret Ferries Division operates a 
core fleet of 19 vessels, specifically 
designed for the short sea Ro-Ro 
trade.   Cobelfret also operates five 
Ro-Ro terminals, all rail connected, 
dedicated to the handling, storage 
and on-carriage of trailers, 
containers, vehicles and general 
cargo. www.cobelfret.com 

4. TEU stands for twenty-foot 
equivalent unit.    This is the 
standard size of a container and is a 
common measure in the container 
industry. 

 
Lost Constables set record at 
Sotheby’s 
Three drawings by John Constable of 
Lord Nelson’s flagship HM S Victory 
sold for £352,160 at Sotheby’s. One of 
them, A bow view of HMS Victory in the 
Medway, fetched £216,160, a record 
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price for a work of art on paper by 
Constable.
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The other images, A broadside view and  
A stern view sold to private collectors 
for £40,800 and £95,200 respectively. 
The drawings had been discovered 

during a routine valuation of art and 
antiques at a house near Glasgow. The 
drawings show Nelson’s flagship in 
1803, two years before the Battle of 
Trafalgar.   
      
And final ly……………… 
From Lloyd’s List February 2, 1898  
 
Acacia (s) – Wapping, Feb 1, 3.4pm – 
About 1.10 pm today a fire broke out in 
the engineer’s berth of the Acacia (s), of 
London, M r Harrison, owner, while 
lying alongside at Battle Bridge Pier, 
completely gutting to berth and 
engineer’s store. The fire was 
subsequently put out at 1.48pm by the 
ship’s donkey. Cause of fire unknown. 

 
PLANNI NG THE NEW DI RECTORY: 4 

 
Roy Fenton 

 
Work is going on apace to finalise the new edition of MARITIME INFORMATION: A 
guide to libraries and sources of information in the United Kingdom.  All the institutions 
listed in the previous edition were mailed in 2002, and followed up with a further letter 
if no response had been received.  The committee are now busy trying to contact by 
telephone or e-mail those that still did not reply - some 150 out of 500 institutions.  
This has been time-consuming work, as we are finding that many of our target 
institutions have changed their name, or their address, have closed down, amalgamated, 
or simply do not wish to be listed in the directory.  Even contacting some solid and 
long-standing institutions, including major public libraries and record offices, has not 
been straightforward as these seem particularly prone to changes of telephone number 
and may also alter their title when local authorities are reorganised and renamed.  
 All the entries received have been typed, another job that took longer than we 
expected.  It was anticipated that most entries from the previous edition could simply 
be scanned and updated, but only a small minority could be so treated, and most entries 
needed to be changed to such an extent that re-keying was preferable.  The typed entries 
have been submitted to the institutions concerned for checking that we have interpreted 
correctly their details (and in a few cases, their handwriting).   
 Work is also progressing on the appendices to the directory, which are being 
updated where possible, and added to.  We have several ideas for new appendices, and 
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there is still time (just) for further ones to be suggested, but the suggestion would be 
most welcome if it came with an offer of compilation. 
 A printer has been identified, and his quote has enabled us to make some 
preliminary costings, and to begin to make arrangements for despatch of copies, 
probably with one of the established distributors of maritime books.  It is intended that 
we will do our own advertising and marketing, but subcontract storage and despatch.   
 The aim is to publish the directory towards the end 2003, which will be ten 
years after the previous edition.   

Any enquiries or correspondence about the directory should be sent to Roy 
Fenton, 18 Durrington Avenue, London SW20 8NT, phone 0208 879 3527, or e-mail 
rfenton@rfenton.demon.co.uk.  
 
 

 
THE LAI NG SHI PYARDS ON THE WEAR AND TYNE 
 
Dr I an Buxton 
 
The Laing shipyards on the Wear were some of the longest lasting, having been founded 
in the 1790s, not finally closing until the 1980s.  There are many accounts of Laings, 
such as in “ Where Ships are Born” and various lists of ships they built. However on 
closer investigation, all these accounts contain errors, misprints and misinterpretations, 
many of which are carried over from account to account. So here is my interpretation, 
based on original records such as in Tyne & Wear Archives, and secondary accounts 
such as in the Corder M anuscripts (Sunderland Library) and the recently revised World 
Ship Society Yard List, which drew on many sources to clarify dubious points. Joe 
Clarke (author of “ Building Ships on the North East Coast” 1997) also provided new 
material. 
 
Sources of error have stemmed from misreading of the Laing Particulars Book (Tyne & 
Wear Archives Service 1811/33/1) started by Philip Laing about 1800, from confusing 
the two Philip Laings and the two James Laings, and from the existence of several yards 
on both the Wear and Tyne at the same time. So while this account cannot be absolutely 
guaranteed, I believe it is more accurate than any other previously published, based on 
my reasoning and sources as follows. 
 
The first Laing shipbuilder was John (c1754-1829) who was joined by his son David 
(c1775-1796) and later by his (John’s) younger brother Philip (c1772-1854) at 
M onkwearmouth in the 1790s. John’s two other sons James and Philip joined him to 
build ships at South Shields in the 1800s. In 1818 (brother) Philip started building at 
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Deptford, to be followed by his own son James. 

 
John was apprenticed to shipbuilder J Wright at North Sands [Corder]. He set up as a 
shipbuilder with his son David about 1793 (Laing’s celebrated their centenary in August 
1893) also on the North Sands (North Shore). David died in M ay 1796 by which time 
five ships had been built, with ‘John and David Laing’  recorded in Customs House 
registers as builders [Corder]. Philip had trained as a doctor and went to sea as a surgeon 
(some accounts say as master, which seems an unlikely transition in a very short time) 
before coming ashore to help his older brother build ships. This appears to have been 
following David’s death, as the first ship noted as built by ‘John and Philip Laing’  is in 
1797. T Potts in his 1892 “ History of Sunderland” says John Laing was building in the 
north-west corner of North Sands when his brother Philip joined him in ‘1793’ , but this 
seems less likely as Philip would only have been about 21, so would hardly have had 
time both to train as a doctor and get some experience at sea. As his nephew David was 
still alive helping his father then, another Laing seems unnecessary when building only 
two or three ships a year. M ost later sources have similar information, probably copied 
from Potts. 
 
 
So my conclusion about the first Laing yard is: 

North Shore, Sunderland 1793-1796 John Laing and son David 

There was probably a short period when John finished off ships started by John and David, so: 

North Shore, Sunderland 1796-1797 John Laing 

Shortly afterwards John and Philip were building together, presumably as a partnership (why else would 
brother Philip join?). Hence: 

North Shore, Sunderland 1797-1805 John and Philip (his younger 

brother) Laing 

The Laing Particulars Book was kept by Philip in his own handwriting with details of 
the majority of ships he built or carried out major repairs. The book has been rebound 
and had new sections added after Philip’s death, but is clearly readable. It says that Ship 
No. 12 Albion was the fifth ship built by John and Philip, which confirms the 
partnership starting about 1797. An apprenticeship indenture of 11 Apr 1796 (in W 
Richardson’s 1937 compilation of Laing history in TWAS 1811/67/4) refers to John and 
Philip Laing (though some writers refer to the partnership of ‘Philip and John’ , an order 
which is surely wrong given that John was much older than his brother). There are 
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several ships, other than these 12 (actually only 11 names listed in another hand in 
Philip’s book), given in Custom House registers as built by Laings in the 1790s 
according to Corder (who was interested both in sailing ships and in family history). 
This suggests that the normally accepted 1790s history of Laing ships built and their 
names is incomplete. Corder reports that the Laing shipyard office was burned down in 
1799 with all their records, so it appears that when Philip started his Particulars Book, 
he was relying on memory for early vessels, several of which he was not involved in, 
which probably explains their omission. Philip allocates the Number 1 to the 162-ton 
brig Horta in 1794 but Corder also gives Affiance as built in 1794. These numbers were 
allocated retrospectively, in a single table in his book in another hand, unlike later ships, 
which get one ship per page, with Number at the top. The use of yard numbers at all 
was unusual for wooden shipbuilders, as there was no need to identify timber raw 
material contract by contract. It was only when iron ships were introduced that it 
became necessary to assign an identity to material ordered to size for a particular ship. 
The 250-ton brig Margaret of 1800 is the first vessel whose page of particulars is given 
a Ship Number (13) in Philip’s book. 
 
Repair work was important for wooden shipbuilders, so John and Philip began to look 
for a new site. They had leased (or built?) a drydock on the north west side of 
M onkwearmouth Bridge by November 1804 when they invited repair business in an 
advertisement dated 14 Nov 1804. They also built ships at the new yard, so left North 
Sands in 1805. Hence: 

Bridge Dock, M onkwearmouth 1804-1818 John and Philip Laing 
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The Tyne 

During the Napoleonic Wars, shipbuilding and repair was booming, so at about the same 
time, another Laing yard was operated at South Shields (Thrift St) with a graving dock, 
for both newbuilding and repair [Amy Flagg “ Notes on the History of Shipbuilding in 
South Shields 1746-1946”].  

Thrift St, South Shields 1805-1816 John Laing, Philip (his younger 
brother) and James (John’s son) 
trading as John Laing and Company 

Philip started a new yard number series at No. 1 for the 158-ton brig James built at 
South Shields in 1805. This partnership was dissolved on 31 December 1816 as regards 
Philip’s share. The trade was then conducted by John and James, ‘ in conjunction with 
Philip, son of the said John Laing’   [newspaper advertisement of 9 Dec 1818 reproduced 
by Richardson]. So now: 

Thrift St, South Shields 1816-1822 John Laing, James and Philip (both 
John’s sons) trading as John Laing 
and Sons 

This partnership was dissolved on 11 January 1822. Philip (John’s son) then undertook 
shiprepair and some newbuilding at a slipway at Shadwell St (The Lawe) South Shields 
1822-1832. [Flagg, confirmed by some entries in Keys’  “ Dictionary of Tyne Sailing 
Ships” 1998] 

John [now as John Laing and Son] continued repair (and newbuilding, as Clarke refers to 
fifty ships built at South Shields, and Keys includes some) at Thrift St (graving dock), 
with his son James, now probably aged about 40, who seems to have taken an increasing 
share of the business. The yard was for sale in 1828, but not sold until 1831, by which 

Entrance to Sunderland Harbour 
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time John had died, aged 75. The site was incorporated into Stanhope Drops (coal staith 
served by railway). Philip had the Shadwell St yard for sale in 1832, although Flagg says 
‘now occupied by J Laing & Co’ , possibly indicating some involvement with James who 
seems to have given up Wear shipbuilding by then. Philip had only married in 1823 and 
only had a daughter (as did James) [Corder]. Perhaps this was a temporary arrangement 
after Thrift St sold, or not the exact name. 

The Wear 

John, probably with Philip (because of the continuing sequence of numbers in Philip’s 
Particulars Book) had also opened a (newbuilding) yard at Southwick, as there are ships 
recorded as being built by Laing there in 1816. This may have been to leave 
M onkwearmouth Bridge Dock for repair work, rather than tie it up for newbuilding 
1816-18. 

The M onkwearmouth shipbuilding partnership of John & Philip Laing (John’s younger 
brother) was dissolved on 12 M ay 1818. The shipbuilding trade ‘would be conducted 
by Philip alone at South Southwick’  [newspaper advertisement of 9 Dec 1818 in 
Richardson]. South Southwick appears to be an alternative name for Deptford, being on 
the south bank of the Wear opposite Southwick. Potts says that John occupied a yard 
at Southwick (i.e. north bank) previously tenanted by (William) Havelock. This might 
well be John and his son James after 1816, on the same site but separate from the John 
and Philip partnership. The previous (joint John and Philip) tenancy continued at 
Bridge Dock until 1818, probably largely for repair work. Potts suggests that the lease 
may have expired (1804-18 = 14 years, so a plausible period); if so, this would explain 
the dissolution of the partnership, rather than any disagreements between the brothers, 
which led to Philip setting up on his own. 

Southwick, Sunderland 1816-1818 John and Philip Laing 

Southwick, Sunderland 1818-c1830 John and James Laing 

John died in 1829; it appears that James closed the yard soon after completing Agenoria 
in 1829. Only a few ‘Laing’  ships were built at Southwick in the 1820s, (partly due to 
the post war slump?) but there are no details in (Philip’s) Particulars Book after 1818, 
which implies that there was no Philip involvement thereafter (and why should he want 
two yards on opposite sides of the river after getting Deptford started?). John Oliver 
[List of Sunderland Built Ships, in Sunderland Library, but contains errors] notes ships 
built by J Laing 1825-29 in Sunderland, as well as by Philip (at Deptford). It therefore 
seems likely that John and James did newbuilding there as well as at South Shields 
(though with the graving dock at the latter, repair was probably a better prospect than 
newbuilding after the war). James’  younger brother Philip was probably not involved at 
Southwick, being busy at Thrift St, while their father John (now well over 60) probably 
left most of the work by now to his sons, with James concentrating on Southwick. After 
Philip set up on his own (1822), James presumably ran both Thrift St and Southwick. 



Spring 2003 Page 21 M IA Newsletter 

In 1818 Philip acquired Deptford House next to Howard’s yard, where he opened a new 
yard at: 

Deptford, Sunderland 1818-1834 Philip Laing 

He started a new yard number series again with No. 1 being the 169-ton brig Anne in 
1819. Philip Laing was one of the very few wooden shipbuilders to employ yard 
numbers in the first half of the 19th century, as evidenced by the original entries in his 
Particulars Book. Such series presumably helped clarify just how many and which ships 
had been built under each partnership arrangement. Yet another yard number series 
started in 1834 with No. 1 being the 366-ton brig Derwent completed in 1835, which 
implies some change in status or ownership. This was probably due to Philip going into 
partnership with Thomas B Simey at the end of 1834, which lasted until 1836-7, 
although not finally wound up until Sept 1838. (Accounts in TWAS 1811/12/4) 

Deptford 1834-c1837 Laing & Simey 

 c1837-1843 Philip Laing 

There was also a ‘Philip Laing’  who built 11 ships at St Aubin, Jersey 1834-37. Was 
this the same Philip, leaving his partner Simey to run Deptford? It seems a plausible 
explanation; the dates fit, and it would probably be mostly Philip’s accumulated capital 
at Deptford, so Simey’s partnership was presumably more on account of his managing 
the yard in Philip’s absence (Simey was later a Lloyds Register surveyor). 

In January 1843, Philip (incapacitated in an accident or just reached age 70?) handed 
over to his only son by his second marriage, James, born 11 January 1823 (his son 
Christian from his first marriage appears not to have gone into shipbuilding). James’  
first ship is reported as Abyssinia, launched 19 January 1843, when another yard 
number series was started at No. 1 again. 

Deptford 1843-1897 James Laing 

 1897-1898  Sir James Laing (knighted 1897) 

In 1890, all the ‘Laing’  built ships that the company could identify were retrospectively 
renumbered in one series, iron ships having just reached No. 339 (No. 1 of that series 
being the 479-ton Amity of 1854, while wood ships had stopped at No. 50 in 1867). The 
next ship (the 2057-ton Umkuzi) was allocated No. 500. The previous ‘499’  ships were 
presumably identified from those in Philip’s book, and therefore omit some of the South 
Shields and Southwick Laing ships which Philip did not record, as well as some of the 
18th century ships mentioned above. Hence it is not a complete list of all ships built by 
members of the Laing family. 

The company was incorporated as Sir James Laing and Sons Ltd on 3 October 1898. Sir 
James died on 15 January 1901. The company was reconstructed 1908-10, under the 
same name, following financial failure as a result of building three Lloyd Saubado ships 
at a loss. The name continued until 31 M arch 1966, when Laing’s was amalgamated with 
J L Thompson and W Doxford as Doxford & Sunderland Shipbuilding & Engineering Co 
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Ltd. The Deptford yard continued to build ships under various company names, 
changing to Doxford & Sunderland Ltd in 1970 and then to Sunderland Shipbuilders Ltd 
in 1973, until 1985 when it completed its last ship, the M exican container-bulker No. 
867 Mitla, as a subsidiary of British Shipbuilders. The Deptford site has continued to be 
used for steelwork fabrication, for example by Liebherr Cranes. 

While the period from 1843 is reasonably well documented, the yards, names and dates 
before that are confusing, with a number of gaps, hence this attempt to sort out which 
Laing did what, where and when. The records of John and his two sons James and Philip 
are much poorer than those ships where Philip (John’s brother) was involved, who kept 
a record that is almost unique in terms of the detail recorded of early 19th century ships. 

A copy of the 17-page WSS Yard List for Laing’s showing both as-built and 
retrospective yard numbers (although incomplete for the non-Philip ships) is available 
from Capt J Landels, Belhelvie, Abbey Road, Dalkeith, EH22 3AD, at the standard rate 
of 12p per page, plus postage. 

 
 
MARITIME AND COASTGUARD 
AGENCY 
120 FOREIGN SHIPS UNDER 
DETENTION IN THE UK DURING 
2002 
 
The M aritime & Coastguard Agency 
(M CA) announced that 120 
foreign ships were under  detention in 
UK ports during the year 2002 
after failing port state control safety 
inspection. 
Latest monthly figures show that 13 
foreign ships were detained in UK 
ports during December  2002 along with 
6 other ships still under 
detention from previous months. The 
overall rate of  detentions 
compared with inspections carried out 
over the last 12 months is 6.8% 
This is an  increase of 0.2% from the 12 
month rate to November. Of 
the 13 ships detained during the  month 
over half were registered 
with flags targeted by the Paris M OU. 

An Algerian registered bulk carrier was 
detained on 20 December 
following a routine Port  State Control 
inspection. The general 
condition of the vessel and the breadth 
of the deficiencies  clearly 
indicated that the Safety M anagement 
System onboard was not 
functioning. No heating  or hot water 
was available in the crew 
accommodation, and the galley had a 
cockroach  infestation. 
Numerous steps on the external 
accommodation ladders were corroded 
while several handrails  were either 
missing or found in a corroded 
condition. In the ship©s dispensary 
several of the  required drugs 
were missing or out of date. Numerous 
deficiencies were also found 
with the  lifeboat equipment, for 
example the hand flares and the 
first aid kits were expired. The lifeboat  
davits showed evidence of 
severe corrosion and no record could be 
found of when they were  last 
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tested. The low-level alarm on the 
breathing apparatus was not 
functioning which would  have posed a 
serious risk to the wearer if 
it had been used in a fire emergency. 47 
deficiencies  were found 
before the inspection was suspended 
and the vessel remains under 
detention. 
Of the ships detained between 1 
January and 31 December 2002:- 
- 7 of the 10 Flag States with the 
poorest detention rates were 
targeted by the Paris M OU for  priority 
inspection. 
- Flag states targeted by the Paris M OU 
for priority inspection 
accounted for 55% of all  detentions. 
- This year©s figure (6.8%) shows an 
increase of 0.2% in detention 
rates from the previous  year. 
- 9.4% of general cargo / multi purpose 
ships inspected were 
detained. This has increased  from 8.5% 
the previous year. 
Commenting on this result John Garner 
said:" It is disappointing to note that the 
introduction of the ISM  code 
to this vessel type has not yet  brought 
the improvement we had 
expected, and clearly there is still more 
work to do in  implementing 
Safety M anagement Systems required 
by the ISM  Code." 
The list details the name, flag state, 
owner or operator and 
classification society of each  detained 
ship together with the 
summary of the main grounds for 
detention.  (A copy of the list  is 
attached to hard copies of this press 
notice). 
Note to Editors 

1. In response to one of the 
recommendations of Lord Donaldson©s 
Inquiry into the prevention  of pollution 
from merchant shipping and 
in compliance with the EU Directive on 
Port State  Control (95/21/EC 
as amended), the M aritime and 
Coastguard agency (M CA) publishes 
full 
details of the foreign flagged vessels 
detained in UK ports each 
month. 
2. Inspections of foreign flagged ships in 
UK ports are undertaken by 
surveyors from the M CA.   Where a 
ship is found to be deficient or 
lacks the required documentation, M CA 
surveyors can  take a range of 
actions leading to detention in serious 
cases.  The UK is part of a 
regional  agreement on port state control 
known as the Paris 
M emorandum of Understanding on Port  
State Control (Paris M OU) and 
information on all ships that are 
inspected is held centrally in an 
electronic database known as SIReNaC.  
This allows the ships of flags 
with poor detention  records to be 
targeted for future inspection. 
3. Detained ships have to satisfy 
surveyors that remedial work has 
been carried out before they  are allowed 
to leave port. 
4. When applicable the list includes 
those passenger craft prevented 
form operating under the  provisions of 
the EU Directive on M andatory 
Surveys for the safe operation of regular 
Ro-Ro  ferry and highspeed 
passenger craft services (1999/35/EU). 
5. The Paris M OU Advisory Board 
decided on 28th January to take 


